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his long-awaited study brings together for the first time four of the most important documents for the history of the Guillory family of Mobile Bay, of Louisiana, and beyond. New World origins were in seventeenth century Canada, with European roots in France’s châteaux country. A synopsis outlines the eight children of Gregoire Guillory by his French-Creole wife, Marie Jeanne La Casse, and after her death in 1764, the four children by Marguerite, his Negro slave, whom he freed in 1770.

      Concentration is on translations from French to English of the lengthy and finely detailed 1764 inventory of property drawn at Mobile Bay, the southwest Louisiana land-grant of 1765, an intriguing land controversy brought before the Superior Council at New Orleans in 1766, and a 1773 inventory of property at Opelousas Post. The last document named was crucial evidence in a famous court-case in 1782, and again pivotal in a landmark case two centuries later.

     The frontispiece reproduces an early map of the Mobile Bay region, and a second map locates the 1765 land-grants on Bayou Courtableau and Bayou aux Boeufs.
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